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Audit Ethical Measurement and A Comparison between China and

US Accounting Students in Audit-Specific Ethical Reasoning
SU Wenbing' , ZHOU Qiwu’, Damon M. FLEMING®, WANG Bing'
(1. Institute of Accounting and Finance, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China;
School of Accountancy; 2. San Diego State University, San Diego 92182, USA)

Abstract: This study uses audit case-based instrument to investigate the level of audit-specific ethical reasoning among Chi-
nese students and auditors. Ethical reasoning has a great influence on professional judgment, while professional judgment will
influence the audit quality. That’s why we do the survey and the examination. We find that there are no significant differences
among China mainland’s sophomores, junior and senior students on audit-specific ethical reasoning. Chinese students’ level of
ethical reasoning is significantly lower than that of their U. S. and Taiwan counterparts, which should be an attention of ac-
counting educational field and corresponding governmental department.

Key Words: audit-specific ethical reasoning; professional judgment; accounting students; auditors; accounting education;

cultural environment
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