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SPACE DISTRIBUTION AND REASON ANALYSIS OF THE CHANGES IN
AGRICULTURE PLANTING STRUCTURE OF CHINA

Liang Shumin

(Institute of Agriculture Economics &. Development, Chinese Academy of Agriculture Sciences, Beijing 100081)

Abstract This paper utilizes the concept of location quotien to study the space distribution of 17 crops and
the changes of agriculture planting structure in various locations. It resolves the reasons and motivations
for the distribution and changes of agriculture planting structure in China from natural factors and econom-
ic factors. The conclusions are that the space distribution of agriculture planting structure in China is
mainly determined by the natural conditions, while its changes in distribution are mainly resulted from eco-
nomic behavior. The planting specific gravity with intensive labor shows negative relation with the amount
of land resources per capita. The planting specific gravity with intensive land resources shows positive rela-
tion with the amount of land resources per capita. The urbanization and population development deter-
mines the distribution and changes of vegetable production. The urbanization also influences the changes of
multiple cropping indexes of various places. This paper puts forward several counter measures that the
government should strengthen its analysis on markets of various agriculture products and provide more in-
formation services.
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