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THE CHARACTERISTIC AND TENDENCY OF PER CAPITA ANNUAL

INCOME BETWEEN URBAN AND RURAL HOUSEHOLDS IN CHINA *

Zhang Jinzong, Zhu Yuxin™ , Zhou Xiaozhong
(College of Urban and Environment, Huaiyin Normal University, Huaian, Jiangsu 223300, China)

Abstract This paper analyzed the evolution trend of the income gap between urban and rural residents in the
country and provinces, and provided reference for judging the development stage of the income gap between urban
and rural residents. By calculating the absolute, relative income gap and income growth rate of urban and rural res-
idents, it investigated the evolution characteristics of the income gap between urban and rural residents in China. It
used cluster analysis to analyze the types of income gap between urban and rural residents in three stages, and ana-
lyzed the evolution trend of income gap between urban and rural residents in China according to the evolution of
types. The absolute income gap between urban and rural residents in China increased from 210 yuan in 1978 to
2 754 yuan in 2015. The relative income gap experienced three fluctuations of " decline-rise". The income gap be-
tween urban and rural households in China evolved from a very low level to a middle income level. The absolute gap
continued to expand and the relative gap narrowed slightly. At this stage, the growth rate of the absolute gap be-
tween urban and rural households has gradually decreased, and the relative gap has been narrowing since 2010.
Most provinces and autonomous regions have made considerable progress in improving income levels and narrowing
the relative gap. From the characteristics of income progress, the relative gap between the income of urban and ru-
ral residents in China has been significantly reduced, which is consistent with the "inverted U" model.

Keywords income of urban and rural households; income gap; characteristics; evolution tendency



	区划2018-12新.pdf

